| THE SONGS OF CHRISTMAS |

| PRELUDE] “Today Salvation is Created” (based on Ps. 74)

| CALL TO WORSHIP* |
Psalm 98:1-3

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The
Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness
in the sight of the nations. He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.

| HYMN*| “O Come All Ye Faithful” (Hymnal #208)

| PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING* |

THE SERVANT’S SONG
Isaiah 42: 1-13

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul
delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to
the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard
in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will
not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the
earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and
spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the LORD; I have called you in
righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you
as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the
prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. Behold, the
tormer things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before

they spring forth I tell you of them.”

Sing to the LORD a new song,

his praise from the end of the earth,

you who go down to the sea, and all that fills it,
the coastlands and their inhabitants.

*Congregation stands if able

| HYMN*| “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (Hymnal #194)

THE SERVANT’S SONG (CONT’D)
Isaiah 49:1-13

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he
named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow
of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid
me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I
will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my
strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD,
and my recompense with my God.” And now the LORD says, he who
formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him;
and that Israel might be gathered to him—for I am honored in the eyes
of the LORD, and my God has become my strength— he says: “It is
too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes
of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as
a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.” Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has
chosen you.” Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered
you; in a day of salvation I have helped you; I will keep you and give
you as a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the
desolate heritages, saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,” to those who are
in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed along the ways; on all bare heights
shall be their pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither scorching
wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity on them will lead
them, and by springs of water will guide them. And I will make all my
mountains a road, and my highways shall be raised up. Behold, these
shall come from afar, and behold, these from the north and from the
west, and these from the land of Syene.”

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;

break forth, O mountains, into singing!
For the LORD has comforted his people

and will have compassion on his afflicted.

| HYMN*| “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (Hymnal #197)

MARY’S SONG
Luke 1:26-38, 46-56, 2:1-7

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord
is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his fa-
ther David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How
will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. And Mary said, “My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for
he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is
for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and
exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good
things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her
about three months and returned to her home. In those days a decree
went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.



| HYMN*| “What Child Is This?” (Hymnal #213)

THE ANGEL'S SONG
Luke 2:8-20

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shep-
herds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them
in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

| HYMN*| “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” (Hymnal #203)

| SCRIPTURE READING | Luke 2:22-35

| SERMON | Rev. Seth Miller
“Why Simeon Sang”

| HYMN*| “Silent Night! Holy Night!” (Hymnal #210)

ANEW SONG
Revelation 5

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a
mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep
loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into
it. And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can
open the scroll and its seven seals.” And between the throne and the four
living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it
had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll
from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he
had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
tell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song,
saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,

and they shall reign on the earth.”

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and
the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and
glory and might forever and ever!”

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and
worshiped.

| HYMN*| “Joy to the World!” (Hymnal #195)

| BENEDICTION |
Colossians 3:16-17

Now may “the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admon-
ishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”
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